
As we come to the end of the 
Year 2021, on behalf of the 
University Management, I 
would like to extend my sincere 

gratitude to His Excellency the President 
of the Republic of Uganda, Gen. Yoweri 
Kaguta Museveni, the Vice President 
Hon. Jessica Alupo, the Rt. Hon. Prime 
Minister Hon. Robinah Nabanja,  First 
Lady and Minister of Education and 
Sports Hon. Janet Kataha Museveni, 
University Chancellor, Justice Benjamin 
Odoki  and all organs and institutions 
of government for providing safe 
guidance to the people of Uganda 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The virus and the subsequent lockdown 
unleashed unprecedented setback to 
the entire education sector, calling for 
innovative response that was effectively 
provided by the Government under 
the charismatic leadership of His 
Excellency, President Yoweri Museveni. 
I would like to join other Ugandans in 
celebrating the achievement of the 
COVID-19 National Task Force led by 
the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of Uganda 
and closely supported and guided by 
the Ministry of Health for the milestone 
that they were able to achieve in the 
fi ght against COVID-19. 

Through their patriotic and relentless 
efforts Uganda was acknowledged 
by the World Health Organization 
and the entire global community as 
an outstanding success story of war 
against Corona virus. 

As a University that is determined 
to uphold the national aim of 
promoting science and technology 
as panacea to backwardness and 
underdevelopment, members of 
the University Council led by Assoc. 
Prof. Joel Okullo Odom, and the Top 
Management would like to reaffi rm 
our commitment to all efforts towards 
meeting the Sustainable Development 
Goals through the agency of science 
and innovation. Lira University Teaching 
Hospital shall continue standing in the 
gap as the hub of medical innovation, 
community health education, and 
centre of applied medical research in 
Uganda, Africa, and the world.

I appreciate the academic staffs of 
Lira University for embracing Open 
Distance and E-Learning programs 
during the nationwide lockdown. Both 
the academic staffs and students 
were able to adjust to on-line teaching 
options as the safest and most reliable 
method given the precariousness 
of the moment. I thank ICT Ministry, 
parents and all the stakeholders who 
made it possible for us to minimize loss 
of time during lock down through the 
use of ODeL platforms.

I would like to report to all our esteemed 
stakeholders that Lira University has 
made signifi cant strides during the last 
couple of years. Special appreciation 
to the University Council, the University 
Senate, staffs and students for making 
great things happen amidst very 
limited resources.

Graduates of Lira University have 
demonstrated excellence in their 
placements and job fi elds due to 
our strict and consistent adherence 
to quality and zero tolerance to 
complicity. The University continues to 
work closely with the National Council 
for Higher Education to ensure that all 
our academic programs are run with 
strict adherence to quality assurance 
standards.

In as much as Lira University is 
barely 6 years old, our penchant 
for collaboration and networking is 
exceedingly vibrant. Currently, the 
University has research collaboration 
with the University of East Anglia in 
the UK, and Lund University in Sweden 
in academic engagement that will 
result into publications, staff exchange 
programs, sabbatical and fellowship 
engagement in the future. I would 
like to thank our innovative staffs and 
colleagues who have made it possible 
for these collaborations to happen.

I am heartily grateful to Erasmus 
University in the Netherlands for 
supporting Lira University to build its 
academic and social infrastructures. 
The Center for Sexual Health and 
Reproductive Health Rights has 
recently been completed by support 
from the Erasmus University. Here, I 
cannot forget to mention Professor 
Auma Okwany for being a key pillar of 
this collaboration and support. 

My very warm regards and appreciation 
goes to Mbarara University of Science 
and Technology for partnering with Lira 
University and making it possible for 
the Department of Nursing to equip its 

Simulation Laboratory. I thank Professor 
Celestino Obua and his staffs for 
making this possible. 

Last, but not least, FAWE Uganda has 
made it possible for Lira University to 
begin a programme that will enable 
students who fail to make it direct to the 
university due to lack of the required 
qualifi cation get admission to the 
university. Lira University will soon start 
a one year course “Access to Higher 
Education Certifi cate” for categories 
without A’Level certifi cate. The one 
year programme will offer catch up 
programmes that allow the students 
to apply for university admission in the 
absence of the two principle passes 
required by the National Council for 
Higher Education.

Lira University has been expanding 
in terms of student enrolment and 
infrastructure development. Education 
Block is nearing completion and will 
house Faculty of Education, Law 
Development Centre, and Faculty of 
Medicine. This is wonderful news that 
will sort the university out of acute 
shortage of space that we have 
faced during the last couple of years. 
The Administration Block is also under 
construction. 

We continue to be in touch with the 
community, one of our key mandates 
being to reach out to communities 
and cause social transformation. 
The University through its structures 
is currently exploring the possibility 
of starting the Centre of Drier Land 
and Sustainable Development, a 
request that has been presented to 
the university by opinion leaders from 
northern and north eastern Uganda. 

Other short courses in the different 
faculties will be rolled out accordingly.
I would like to sincerely congratulate all 
members of the University community 
for persevering through the rough time. 
We empathize with bereaved relatives 
and friends who lost their loved ones to 
either COVID-19 or other illnesses. Here, 
I must remember Mr. Eyoko Geoffrey, 
a staff of Lira University who passed 
on in October 2021. May his soul rest in 
peace.

Finally we continue to face the 
challenge of terrorism and COVID-19. 
I urge the university community and 
everybody to be vigilant in identifying 
suspicious elements and objects that 
can endanger our lives. Let’s report 
to the authorities and stay away from 
such objects whenever we have 
spotted them. I wish all Ugandans 
good Christmas celebrations and a 
successful entry to the New Year 2022.

Thank you,
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QUALIFICATIONS INSTITUTION AND YEAR WORK EXPERIENCE
a. Post-Doc. Research in 

Phytotherapy

b. PhD., Clinical Pharmacology

c. Certifi cate, Problem Based 
Learning in Pharmacotherapy

d. MSc., Pharmacology

e. MB,ChB,  Bachelor of Medicine 
and Bachelor of Surgery

 University of Illinois in 
Chicago (UIC) (2001-
2002)

 Makerere University 
(1995-98)

 Groningen University, 
Holland (1994)

 Makerere
      University (1987-89)

 Makerere University 
(1973-78)

a) Currently Vice Chancellor, Lira University (2016 To 
Date)

b) Principal, Lira University College, (2009 to 2015)
c) Deputy Vice Chancellor, Gulu University (June 

2006-June 2008)
d) Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Gulu University (2004-

2007)
e) Head of Dept. of Pharmacology & Therapeutics, 

Makerere University (1999-2004)
f) Medical Superintendent and Lira District Medical 

Offi cer, (1984-1987)
g) Medical Offi cer; Lira Hospital (1980-1984)
h) Medical Offi cer, Mulago Hospital (1978-1980).
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