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As the year begins to close out, I send you all my warmest good 
wishes for the holiday season, whatever tradition that brings for 
you, your families and friends.  For Lira University Team, this will be 
a time of reflection on the year past and planning for the year 
ahead.

 I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to His Excellency 
the President of the Republic of Uganda, Gen. Yoweri Kaguta 
Museveni, the Vice President Hon. Jessica Alupo, The Speaker of 
Parliament, Hon. Anita Among, the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister Hon. 
Robinah Nabanja, First Lady and Minister of Education and Sports 
Hon. Janet Kataha Museveni and all organs and institutions of 
government for providing safe guidance to the people of 
Uganda during the Ebola and COVID-19 pandemics.

I am pleased to reveal that Lira University is seriously engaged 
in its core mandates of; teaching, generation and dissemination 
of knowledge, research and innovation, and community 
outreach. I would like to emphasize again that this university is 
not the proverbial ivory tower disconnected from the concerns of 
ordinary citizens, but a university on the frontline of national and 
community transformation through its cutting edge programmes, 
innovations and community interventions and collaborations.

I am also happy to note that Lira University was established in 
northern Uganda and in the Lango sub-region for a reason; 
to impact on the community of this region by making higher 
education more accessible, and to help solve the problems 
of the community which calls for strategic research, training 
of skilled personnel, and having direct impact on the local 
community through service delivery. 

I can assure the general public that our mission is on target! With 
little to no research funding, our staff have continued to engage 
in research, mostly through access to small research grants, and 
are publishing and disseminating their findings.

I further wish to inform our esteemed stakeholders that Lira 
University has made significant strides during the last couple 
of years. Special appreciation to the University Council, the 
University Chancellor, Justice Benjamin Odoki, the University 
Senate, staffs and students for making great things happen 
amidst very limited resources.

Graduates of Lira University have demonstrated excellence in 
their placements and job fields due to our strict and consistent 
adherence to quality and zero tolerance to complicity. The 
University continues to work closely with the National Council for 
Higher Education to ensure that all our academic programs are 
run with strict adherence to quality assurance standards.

Although Lira University is just a few years old, our effort for 
collaboration and networking is commendable. To date, the 
University has research collaboration with the University of East 
Anglia, University of Bournmouth and University of Bristol in the UK, 
University of Rottredam in the Netherlands, University of Odisee 
in Belgium, University of Massachusetts in the United States and 
Lund University in Sweden,  plus many other collaborations within 
Uganda and Africa in academic engagement that will result 
into publications, staff exchange programs, sabbatical and 
fellowship engagement in the future. I would like to thank our 
innovative staffs and colleagues who have made it possible for 
these collaborations to happen.

I am very grateful to the Dutch government, through the 
Netherlands Universities Foundation for International Cooperation 
(NUFFIC) under the “Strengthening Education and Training in 
Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights” (SET-SRHR) project in 
Uganda, for funding the construction and equipping of a multi-
disciplinary Center at Lira University and to the Development 
Initiative for Northern Uganda (DINU) project of the European 
Union for co-funding that enabled the completion of the structure
Apart from our Flagship programmes like Bachelor of Science 
in Midwifery which has literally transformed the landscape of 
midwifery teaching and practice in Uganda, we have now 
launched Master of Midwifery Science and are thrilled to 
be launching Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery 
(MBChB) whose preparations are now in the very final stages.

I am delighted to note that the Uganda National Council for 
Science and Technology (UNCST) this year accredited Lira 
University Research Ethics Committee (LUREC) because we 
satisfactorily met the necessary national requirements to function 
as a Research Ethics Committee (REC). REC is set to offer for 
the protection of the rights and welfare of human research 
participants in Uganda.
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We have offers of land from the people of Ngai in Oyam District 
(50 acres), and a huge offer of 344 acres of land from Amalatar 
District for establishing a Faculty of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
Agriculture will become one of our strongest interventions and will 
bring meaningful economic transformation and improved quality 
of life to the region.

We look forward to receiving offers of land from other districts in 
the Lango Sub-region for the expansion of our university. 

Lira University Teaching Hospital continues to serve as a centre 
for professional training in health sciences and medicine, 
and offering clinical services to the sick; We thank the NRM 
government for setting up this hospital, the Ministry of Education 
for absorbing the complex structure of the hospital into the 
education sector, and the Minister of Health for licensing the 
Teaching Hospital and offering much needed support. 

The Ministry of Health, this year, deployed 15 medical intern 
doctors and nurses at the Hospital to do their practices here 
for one year. The medics are currently boosting clinical service 
delivery at the facility. They are the primary surgical staff for 
daily patient contacts and oversee total care for their patients, 
including daily examinations, education of each patient, 
requesting consultations and acting as the patient’s advocate.

Students of Lira University electronically elected their Guild 
Government for 2021/2022 academic year. This was a success 
story as it was more transparent and less costly. The University 
is now a benchmarking entity for successful Online Teaching 
and Voting in the country. We are receiving teams from other 
educational institutions coming here to benchmark how we 
have been conducting lectures and electing guild leaders 
electronically.

I wish to reveal that a team of Heart surgeons from the Uganda 
Heart Institute, Mulago National Referral Hospital, Kampala, 
assessed hundreds of heart (cardiac) patients from Lango 
Subregion at Lira University Teaching Hospital, in June this year. 
This was decent as the Heart surgeons offered free cardiac 
assessment/testing services to old and new heart patients. Most 
patients suffering from heart related diseases cannot afford 
to travel to Kampala to access better services, the reason we 
(Lira University Management) invited the doctors to camp at the 
University Teaching Hospital.

I also wish to note that healthcare providers at Lira University 
Teaching Hospital now evaluate, diagnose and treat patients 
using the recently procured computer system stuffed with 
specialised software app, screen and computerised microscopic 
machine. By applying telecommunications technology such as 
computers for video conferencing with other specialised doctors 
from across the world and electronic devices like smartphones, 
this has boosted and enhanced diagnosis of patients’ illnesses 
including cancer. 

Aware of the increase of mental health challenges in our country, 
I am also happy to report that the Department of Psychiatry has 
now opened a trauma counselling Center to help people in 
psychological distress within the University and the surrounding 
community. Our graduates of Community Psychology and 
Psychotherapy are seriously sought after by many employees 
including the UPDF who recruited 28 of our graduates recently 
although they wanted fifty but couldn’t find more.

Our students remain on the cutting edge of innovation in spite of 
lack of funding from government for research and innovations 

at Lira University. This year ending, two students scooped more 
than sh1 Billion from Uganda’s Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Innovations for research and innovations projects. 
Ikwara Emmanuel Asher, 3rd year BSC Public Health student 
and Kakooza Steven, former Bachelor of Computer Science 
student, won 1.052 Billion Shillings and sh75 Million Uganda 
Shillings research grants respectively. Ikwara won two grants, 
namely, cassava value addition(sh852Million) and pesticide 
production (sh200Million) to boost farming, while Kakooza has 
produced the Kawu Smart Card that helps in money transfers in 
schools. Kakooza’s ‘kawu smart card’ is using FinTech to make 
school life a joy to live, where parents and guardians just use 
the card to send money to their children and even monitor 
how the child is spending such money.

Last year I mentioned how Lira University students have 
emerged winners of the national Women in TECH, 
Technovation Award for 2017 and 2019 University’s and Other 
Institutions Category, and how Doreen Nalwoga, third Year 
Computer Science student led, Team Uganda composed of 
herself and two students from Muni university, to the Huawei 
ICT Global competition, where they beat participants from 39 
countries to emerge as the best team in the all-wide world! This 
was widely captured in the media. But that is not all. Our third 
Year BSc Community Psychology and Psychotherapy student 
Kwerit Sarah Cebijira, the brain behind the UG Cities APP which 
was launched in early 2022 and Climate Activists recently won 
The Carnegie Climate Governance Initiative (C2G) Fellowship 
for Youth Voices for Emerging Climate Governance. Only 6 
youths were selected, one from each continent and Kwerit 
beat the odds to become Africa’s C2G Representative. She 
attended the World Food Forum Conference in Italy Rome 
in October 2022, and participated in the high profile COP27 
conference in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt from 30th October to 18 
November 2022. 

I would like to thank the Management and staff of Lira University 
for their unity of purpose. I would like to salute the University 
Council led by Prof. Joel Okullo Odom for being supportive to 
Management in doing their oversight role. This united, clear-
headed and transparent leadership is behind the rapid and 
systematic development of Lira University. 

Lira University has strategic local and international 
collaborations with external universities and agencies, 
government institutions that share its vision and mission as well 
has civic society players. To name a few;

Other Pertinent issues of attention
I will not get tired of repeating that the future of higher 
education in Uganda belongs to these new universities 
who have more room and space for better planning and 
innovation. It is my earnest prayer that government considers 
providing special funds for research and innovation for all 
public universities, 
I would like to thank government for supporting staff recruitment 
at Lira University and pray for continuous improvement in 
staffing levels at Lira University through more wage allocation.

There is urgent need for allocation of funding to establish the 
Faculty of Agriculture at Lira University which will champion 
research and training for smart farming, agribusiness and agro-
industrialisation for the economic transformation of the Lango 
sub-region.

However, Lira University is probably the only public university 
that never received seed money to start. Provision of this 

funding will help solve some of Lira University’s infrastructure 
challenges.

I wish all Ugandans good Christmas celebrations and a 
successful entry to the New Year 2023.

Thank you,Prof. Jasper Ogwal Okeng
VICE CHANCELLOR, LIRA UNIVERSITY
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QUALIFICATIONS INSTITUTION 

AND YEAR
WORK EXPERIENCE

a. Post-Doc. 
Research in 
Phytotherapy

b. PhD., Clinical 
Pharmacology

c. Certificate, 
Problem Based 
Learning in 
Pharmacother-
apy

d. MSc., 
Pharmacology

e. MBChB,  
Bachelor of 
Medicine and 
Bachelor of 
Surgery

§	University 
of Illinois in 
Chicago 
(UIC) 
(2001-
2002)

§	Makerere 
University 
(1995-98)

§	Groningen 
University, 
Holland 
(1994)

§	Makerere
 University 

(1987-89)

§	Makerere 
University 
(1973-78)

a) Currently Vice 
Chancellor, Lira 
University (From 2019 
To Date)

b) Principal, Lira University 
College, (2009 to 2019)

c) Deputy Vice Chancellor, 
Gulu University (June 
2006-June 2008)

d) Dean, Faculty of 
Medicine, Gulu 
University (2004-2007)

e) Head of Dept. of 
Pharmacology & 
Therapeutics, Makerere 
University (1999-2004)

f) Medical Superintendent 
and Lira District Medical 
Officer, (1984-1987)

g) Medical Officer; Lira 
Hospital (1980-1984)

h) Medical Officer, Mulago 
Hospital (1978-1980).
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